
THBL511: Greek Exegesis I McAfee School of Theology, Fall 2017

Course Overview 
This course provides an introduction to the elements of 
Hellenistic Greek with emphasis upon the mastery of forms, 
basic vocabulary, and syntax. Students will read and translate 
select portions of the New Testament and the Septuagint. This 
course also introduces students to print and digital resources that 
can be used for the study of Greek and for other aspects of 
Christian ministry. 

Student Learning 
Outcomes 
At the end of the course, students will:

1) Attain a strong elementary understanding of Greek grammar 
and syntax necessary for reading the Greek New Testament (and 
other Hellenistic Greek texts)

Assessment tools: Grammar quizzes, exams

2) Acquire a working vocabulary of the most commonly occurring 
Greek words in the New Testament
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Instructor 
Information 

Dr. Christopher T. Holmes 

Visiting Assistant Professor of 
New Testament 

Email: holmes_ct@mercer.edu 

Office: Theology 116 

Office hours: Tue/Thurs: 10:30–
4:30 

Catalog Description 

This course introduces the 
study of New Testament Greek 
for the purposes of exegesis. 
Students will learn basic 
phonology, morphology, 
syntax, and grammar. 

Course Structure  

This course adopts a “flipped 
classroom” model for 
instruction: lectures and most 
quizzes/exams take place 
online. In-class time will focus 
on reviewing new materials 
and working carefully through 
Practice and Review exercises 
from the textbook. Video 
lectures can be found here: 
http://tinyurl.com/NTGintro 

GREEK EXEGESIS I 
Tuesday & Thursday | 3:00–4:15pm | Theology 131

This image offers a 
reproduction of the 
uncial style of New 
Testament manuscripts 
from the first to fifth 
centuries CE. Can you 
guess the verse this 
image reproduces?

mailto:holmes_ct@mercer.edu
http://tinyurl.com/NTGintro
mailto:holmes_ct@mercer.edu
http://tinyurl.com/NTGintro
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Assessment tools: Spelling quizzes, exams

3) Make effective use of resources for exegesis, including modern 
translations, commentaries, scholarly articles, and digital 
resources

Assessment tools: Class participation, daily assignments

Required Texts 
✦  Croy, N. Clayton. A Primer of Biblical Greek. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2011. ISBN: 9780802867339. 

✦  House, Mark A., ed. Compact Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2015. ISBN: 9781619707177

✦  Mounce, William D. Biblical Greek Laminated Sheet. Zondervan 
Get an A! Study Sheets. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2005. 
ISBN: 9780310262947 

✦  Newman, Barclay M., and Florian Voss, eds. Greek New 
Testament: The Text of UBS 5, Reader's Edition. Stuttgart: German 
Bible Society, 2015. ISBN: 9781619706187. 

Recommended Texts 
✦  Bauer, Walter and Frederick W. Danker. A Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. ISBN: 
9780226039336.

✦  Lamerson, Samuel. English Grammar to Ace New Testament 
Greek. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. ISBN: 9780310255345.

✦ Nestle-Aland. Novum Testamentum Graece. 28th rev. ed. Stuttgart: 
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Relationship to the 
M.Div. Curriculum: 

The M.Div. is structured to give 
students the foundational tools 
for ministry, whatever that 
ministry might ultimately be. In 
particular, this course addresses 
the following degree outcomes 
(degree purposes):  

• Graduates will possess skills to 
interpret and communicate the 
biblical narrative, the Church’s 
tradition, and Christian 
theological models 

Relationship to the 
M.A.C.M. 
Curriculum: 

The M.A.C.M. degree seeks to 
develop the general theological 
understanding required as a 
basis for local church ministries 
and nurture the practical abilities 
and skills needed in that setting. 
In particular, this course 
addresses the following degree 
outcomes (degree purposes):  

• Graduates will possess 
foundational skills in the study 
of content, context, and 
interpretation of scripture and 
the Christian tradition

The first verses of the Epistle to the Hebrews in 
p46, the earliest extant collection of Paul’s letters.

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=9780802867339
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German Bible Society, 2012. ISBN: 9781619700307.

✦ Zerwick, Max, and Mary Grosvenor. A Grammatical Analysis of 
the Greek New Testament. 5th Edition. Rome: Pontificio Istituto 
Biblico, 2010. ISBN: 9788876536519

Course Requirements: 
1. Active Class Participation and Attendance:  
Active participation requires the completion of learning activities prior to class, which normally entails 
viewing a video lecture, reading the assigned chapter(s) in Croy, learning the vocabulary, and completing 
the assigned "Practice and Review " exercises. Class time functions as a learning workshop devoted to 
reviewing key concepts from the lesson, answering questions, and reading and translating from the 
textbook and from the New Testament. Students should come to each class session with their 
textbook, Greek New Testament, notes, and completed exercises. Because of the class and its 
structure, consistent attendance is vital for achieving course goals, and excessive absences will limit 
student learning. More than two absences will result in a reduction of your final grade by three 
points, with an additional reduction of two points for each successive absence. Arriving to class late or 
leaving early three times will count as one absence.

2. Weekly Grammar Quizzes (20% of final grade):  
Weekly grammar quizzes cover the grammatical forms and concepts introduced in the week’s lessons. 
Grammar quizzes are posted on the course website after Thursday’s class and must be taken by 11:59pm 
the following Saturday. Students have 30 minutes to take weekly grammar quizzes without the 
textbook, notes, or other helps. The lowest grammar quiz will be dropped from the average.

3. Weekly Vocabulary Quizzes (20% of final grade): 
Weekly vocabulary quizzes cover the vocabulary lists provided in each week’s lessons (and previous 
lessons). Vocabulary quizzes are posted on the course website after Thursday’s class and must be taken 
by 11:59pm the following Saturday. Students will have 15 minutes to take weekly vocabulary quizzes 
without the textbook, notes, or other helps. The lowest vocabulary quiz will be dropped from the 
average.

4. Three Exams (50% of final grade):  
There are three exams in the course. Exams are open-book and open-notes without a time limit, but 
they may not be taken with a partner or in groups. Exams require students to translate Greek 
sentences and to answer questions related to the grammar of those sentences.

4. Comprehensive Vocabulary Quiz (10% of final grade): 
There will be a comprehensive vocabulary quiz (Lessons 2–32 in Croy) given during the second-to-last 
week of the course (Week #16). The quiz will consist of 100 questions and students will have 40 
minutes to complete it.
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** In exceptional circumstances, make-up exams can be arranged between the student and the 
instructor. Missed quizzes cannot be rescheduled. **

McAfee School of Theology and Mercer 
University Policies: 
Academic Integrity:

Mercer University strives to be a Community of Respect that includes respect for academic integrity. 
Students operate under an honor system and will exhibit the values of honesty, trustworthiness, and 
fairness regarding all academic matters. Students, faculty, and staff are expected to report any violations 
in the forms of, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty to the honor council 
appropriate for their campus and program.

Participation in the Honor System is not optional. By the act of entering Mercer University, each 
student consents to Mercer’s Honor System and thereby agrees to be governed by its rules. Students 
are expected to read and familiarize themselves fully with the Honor Code and to cooperate 
completely with the System. Please refer to the section on ACADEMIC INTEGRITY on pages 59-68 
of the 2013-2014 McAfee Masters Student Handbook. http://provost.mercer.edu/handbooks. 

Early Exams: 

Requests for early finals or exams cannot be accommodated.

Incompletes Policy: 

The official policy of Mercer University states that a grade of incomplete (“IC”) in a course will only be 
granted in cases of extreme or unusual circumstances that occur in the lives of students during the 
semester of study. If you feel that an incomplete is appropriate in this class, please submit your request 
in writing to the Associate Dean for Masters Studies by no later than the last day of scheduled classes 
for the current term. If an incomplete is granted, you will negotiate with the Associate Dean for 
Masters Studies an appropriate time frame for completing the work for the course. (Note that Mercer 
University policy requires that incomplete coursework be completed and a grade assigned by the last 
day of classes of the next full semester, or the “IC” will be replaced with a letter grade of “F”). Please 
note that the granting of an incomplete does not automatically excuse coursework that was due before 
the request for incomplete status. If a student begins to develop a pattern of requesting “incompletes,” 
requesting “incompletes” in consecutive semesters or on a recurring basis, he or she may be placed on 
probation.

Grading Scale:

The method and manner of evaluation for course grades are left to the discretion of the course 
instructor as outlined in the course syllabus. A student may take an examination or submit an assigned 
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project at other than the scheduled time only under extenuating circumstances and with permission 
from the instructor.

Cumulative grade point averages are computed on a quality point system. The interpretation of the 
letter grades and their quality point values is as follows:

ACCESS / Disability Syllabus Statement for the Atlanta Campus, Douglas, Henry and Newnan RACs: 

Students requiring accommodations or modifications for a disability should inform the instructor at 
the close of the first class meeting or as soon as possible. The instructor will refer you to the ACCESS 
and Accommodation Office to document your disability, determine eligibility for accommodations 
under the ADAAA/Section 504 and to request a Faculty Accommodation Form. Disability 
accommodations or status will not be indicated on academic transcripts. In order to receive 
accommodations in a class, students with sensory, learning, psychological, physical, or medical 
disabilities must provide their instructor with a Faculty Accommodation Form to sign. Students must 
return the signed form to the ACCESS Coordinator. A new form must be requested each semester. 
Students with a history of a disability perceived as having a disability or with a current disability who 
do not wish to use academic accommodations are also strongly encouraged to register with the 
ACCESS and Accommodation Office and request a Faculty Accommodation Form each semester. For 
further information, please contact Richard Stilley (stilley_r@mercer.edu), at (678) 547-6823 or visit the 
ACCESS and Accommodation Office website at http://atlstuaffairs.mercer.edu/disability-services.cfm

Inclement Weather:

If severe weather occurs, classes will be canceled in accordance with the Associate Provost’s decision of 
Mercer-Atlanta. Call the Mercer weather line for information about class cancellations—(678) 547-6111 
(Atlanta)—or listen to WSB 750 AM. 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Class Schedule (Subject to Change) 

Week 1

8/22 Introduction and Lesson 1

8/24 Lesson 2; Practice and Review (P&R below) Exercises—Even Numbers

8/26 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 2

8/29 Alphabet Quiz; Lesson 3; P&R Odd

8/31 Lesson 4; P&R Even

9/2 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 3

9/5 Lesson 5; P&R Odd

9/7 Lesson 6; P&R Even

9/9 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 4

9/12 Lesson 7; P&R Odd

9/14 Lesson 8; P&R Even

9/16 Vocabulary Quiz Due; Exam #1 Due

Week 5

9/19 Lesson 9; P&R Odd

9/21 Lesson 10; P&R Even

9/23 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 6

9/26 Lesson 11; P&R Odd

9/28 Lesson 12; P&R Even

9/30 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 7

10/3 Lesson 13; P&R Odd

10/5 Lesson 14; P&R Even
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10/7 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 8

10/10 Lesson 15; P&R Odd

10/12 Lesson 16; P&R Even

10/14 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 9

10/17 Lesson 17; P&R Odd

10/19 Lesson 18a;

10/21 Vocabulary Quiz Due (no Grammar Quiz this week)

Week 10

10/24 Lesson 18b; P&R Even

10/26 Lesson 19; P&R Odd

10/28 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 11

10/31 Lesson 20; P&R Even

11/2 Review

11/4 Vocabulary Quiz Due; Exam #2 Due

Week 12

11/7 Lesson 21–22; P&R #2, #4 in Lesson 21; #4, #6 in Lesson 22; Translate 3 John 1–4

11/9 Lesson 23; P&R #2, 3, 4, 5, 6; Translate 3 John 5–12

11/11 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 13

11/14 Lesson 24–25; P&R #4, 6 in Lesson 24; P&R #3, 5, 7 in Lesson 25; Translate 2 John 1–4

11/16 Lesson 26; P&R #2, 4, 6, 8; Translate 2 John 5–11

11/18 Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes Due

Week 14: Thanksgiving Break, no class

11/21 No Class: Happy Thanksgiving!

11/23 No Class: Happy Thanksgiving!

11/25 Nothing due: Happy Thanksgiving!
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Week 15

11/28 Lesson 27; P&R #3, 4, 5, 6; Translate 1 John 1:1–4

11/30 Lessons 28–30; Translate 1 John 2:1–6

12/2 Vocabulary Quiz Due

Week 16

12/5 Lessons 31–32; P&R #4, 6 in Lesson 31; P&R #6, 8 in Lesson 32; Translate 1 John 2:15–21

12/7 Translate 1 John 3:1–10

Week 17

12/12 Final Exam: 2:00–4:00pm

12/16 Cumulative Vocabulary Quiz Due
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