
SPRING 2018  •   MONDAYS, 1:30–4:15 

M C A F E E  S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O G Y  A T  M E R C E R  U N I V E R S I T Y

For generations, the letters of Paul have served as a vital source 
for the Church’s theology and practice. From a cursory reading of 
his letters, many intersecting images of Paul emerge: Paul as 
pastor, Paul as community developer, Paul as philosopher, and 
Paul as letter writer. Perhaps more than any other image, though, 
Paul has been imagined as a (if not the) Christian theologian. 
Given the responsive nature of Paul’s letters, however, identifying 
the core or center of Paul’s thought has vexed many readers of 
Paul. This course considers the letters of Paul as examples of and 
resources for local theology. In its varied forms, local theology 
relates to the dynamic interaction between cultural context, 
tradition, and the Church. This course applies the theory and 
practice of local theology as well as previous interpretations of 
Paul’s theology to a close reading of select letters from the 
Pauline corpus. Prerequisites: THNT 500. 
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Visiting Assistant Professor of 
New Testament 
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Office: Theology 116 

Office hours: Mon: 
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11:00am–7:30pm 
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Student Learning Outcomes 
At the end of the course, you will: 

1) Review the basic contents and themes of the letters of Paul. 

 Assessment tools: Paul’s letters quiz, course readings 

2) Reflect on the extent to which Paul can be understood as a “theologian” 
and the type of theologian he was. 

 Assessment tools: course readings, writing assignments, class 
discussion, final project  

3) Explore the topic of local theology, its relationship to the letters of Paul, 
and its relevance for ministry in the twenty-first century. 

 Assessment tools: course readings, writing assignments, class 
discussion, field experience reflections, final project 

Textbooks 
Required: 

An NRSV Study Bible 

Bassler, Jouette M. Navigating Paul: An Introduction to Key 
Theological Concepts. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2007. 

Schreiter, Robert J. Constructing Local Theologies. Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis, 2015 [1985].  

** Other required readings will be available through the course’s 
Canvas site: https://merceru.instructure.com ** 

Recommended: 

Bevans, Stephen B. Models of Contextual Theology. Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis, 2013. 

Green, Laurie. Let's Do Theology: A Pastoral Cycle Resource Book. 
London: Continuum, 2001. 

The four-volume work on Pauline Theology published by SBL Press. 
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Relationship to the 
M.Div. Curriculum: 

The M.Div. is structured to give 
students the foundational tools for 
ministry, whatever that ministry 
might ultimately be. In particular, this 
course addresses the following 
degree outcomes (degree 
purposes):  

• Graduates will possess skills to 
interpret and communicate the 
biblical narrative, the Church’s 
tradition, and Christian theological 
models 

• Graduates will interpret and 
construct appropriate responses 
to the cultural norms and the 
impact of cultural change on 
ministerial contexts 

Relationship to the 
M.A.C.M. Curriculum: 

The M.A.C.M. degree seeks to 
develop the general theological 
understanding required as a basis 
for local church ministries and 
nurture the practical abilities and 
skills needed in that setting. In 
particular, this course addresses the 
following degree outcomes (degree 
purposes):  

• Graduates will possess 
foundational skills in the study of 
content, context, and 
interpretation of scripture and the 
Christian tradition 

• Graduates will interpret and 
construct appropriate responses 
to the cultural norms and the 
impact of cultural change on 
ministerial contexts
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Course Requirements: 
1. Weekly Writing Assignments (20% of final grade): there will be three types of low-stakes writing 
assignments given throughout the semester:  

• Three Questions: You will write three well-formulated questions for class discussion.  

• Summary and Engagement: You will write a 500–600 word response (approximately 2 pages 
double spaced) to one of the required readings. You will be graded on two aspects: (a) how 
accurately and fairly you summarize the main idea and major points of the reading; (b) how 
thoughtfully and thoroughly you engage the reading through critique, application, or 
connection with other readings. 

• Reports: You will write 200–300 response (approximately 1 page double spaced) 
summarizing an assigned reading and what you take to be its major contribution to our 
course.  

At the end of each writing assignment, you must include the word count for your response in 
parentheses. These must be submitted before the start of class each week. Because these are 
designed to focus preparation and facilitate class discussion, late weekly writing assignments will not 
be accepted. 

2. The Letters of Paul Quiz (20% of final grade): During the first half of class on January 22, you will 
take a multiple-choice and short answer quiz on the thirteen letters of Paul. The quiz will consist of 
identifying key verses in the letters of Paul as well as distinctive themes for each of the letters. The 
best way to prepare for this quiz is to read (and reread) the letters of Paul along with the introductions 
to the letters in a study Bible and/or a textbook introducing the New Testament. 

3. Prospects of Paul as a Local Theologian (20% of final grade): In the last five weeks of class, we will 
return to a close study of select letters of Paul and the representation of Paul in Acts. This is the most 
constructive and creative portion of the class, and these writing assignments will reflect that. We will 
pair our readings of the Bible with relevant entries from the Global Bible Commentary, edited by 
Daniel Patte (posted on Canvas). In 800–1,000 words, you will be asked to integrate a close reading 
of a Pauline letter (or section of the letter) with ideas and concepts from the readings on local 
theology. The only requirement, beyond the word count, is that the assignment demonstrates 
thoughtful engagement with both the biblical text and local theology and that it create some sort of 
conversation between the two. Each student must complete three of the five Prospects papers. 
Because these are designed to facilitate class discussion, late weekly writing assignments will not be 
accepted. 

4. Field Education (20% of final grade): You are required to complete 6 hours of field education (FE) 
at Church of the Common Ground. Church of the Common Ground is a “church without walls” that 
meets on the streets of Atlanta and provides “support for the pastoral and spiritual needs of women, 
men, and youth who live on the margins of our city.” Church of the Common Ground offers an unique 
opportunity to observe and participate in “local theology” as the church works to “share the good news 
with the unhoused, the urban poor, and other underserved people” (www.churchofthecommon 
ground.org). We will attend one Sunday afternoon worship service as a class; we will vote on a date 
for that visit on the day of class. In addition to this, you must attend three [3] other gatherings with the 
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Church (Sunday worship, Tuesday foot clinic, Monday/Wednesday morning prayer, or Wednesday 
Bible study). The vicar of Church of the Common Ground, Monica Mainwaring, will be with us in class 
on January 29 to provide an orientation to the church and its parishioners. You will submit a 300 word 
reflection paper after each gathering within 24 hours of attending the gathering. Reflections should 
include your observations and experiences as well as any elements of “local theology” that you 
noticed in the gathering. Rev. Mainwaring has asked to read these reflection papers.

5. Final Project (20%): You will complete a creative final project for this course. Both the topic of the
final project and its medium (artwork, music, multimedia, podcast, web resource, etc.) are up to your 
discretion, so long as they align broadly with the objectives of the course. You will submit a brief 
prospectus (1–2 page) for the final project by 11:59pm on Monday, March 5. Final projects will be 
presented to the class in place of a final exam on Monday, April 30. 

McAfee School of Theology and Mercer University Policies: 
Academic Integrity: 

Mercer University strives to be a Community of Respect that includes respect for academic integrity. Students operate 
under an honor system and will exhibit the values of honesty, trustworthiness, and fairness regarding all academic 
matters. Students, faculty, and staff are expected to report any violations in the forms of, but not limited to, cheating, 
plagiarism, and academic dishonesty to the honor council appropriate for their campus and program. 

Participation in the Honor System is not optional. By the act of entering Mercer University, each student consents to 
Mercer’s Honor System and thereby agrees to be governed by its rules. Students are expected to read and familiarize 
themselves fully with the Honor Code and to cooperate completely with the System. Please refer to the section on 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY on pages 59-68 of the 2013-2014 McAfee Masters Student Handbook. http://
provost.mercer.edu/handbooks.  

Early Exams:  

Requests for early finals or exams cannot be accommodated. 

Incompletes Policy:  

The official policy of Mercer University states that a grade of incomplete (“IC”) in a course will only be granted in cases 
of extreme or unusual circumstances that occur in the lives of students during the semester of study. If you feel that an 
incomplete is appropriate in this class, please submit your request in writing to the Associate Dean for Masters Studies 
by no later than the last day of scheduled classes for the current term. If an incomplete is granted, you will negotiate with 
the Associate Dean for Masters Studies an appropriate time frame for completing the work for the course. (Note that 
Mercer University policy requires that incomplete coursework be completed and a grade assigned by the last day of 
classes of the next full semester, or the “IC” will be replaced with a letter grade of “F”). Please note that the granting of 
an incomplete does not automatically excuse coursework that was due before the request for incomplete status. If a 
student begins to develop a pattern of requesting “incompletes,” requesting “incompletes” in consecutive semesters or 
on a recurring basis, he or she may be placed on probation. 

Grading Scale: 
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The method and manner of evaluation for course grades are left to the discretion of the course instructor as outlined in 
the course syllabus. A student may take an examination or submit an assigned project at other than the scheduled time 
only under extenuating circumstances and with permission from the instructor. 

Cumulative grade point averages are computed on a quality point system. The interpretation of the letter grades and 
their quality point values is as follows: 

ACCESS / Disability Syllabus Statement for the Atlanta Campus, Douglas, Henry and Newnan RACs:  

Students requiring accommodations or modifications for a disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first 
class meeting or as soon as possible. The instructor will refer you to the ACCESS and Accommodation Office to 
document your disability, determine eligibility for accommodations under the ADAAA/Section 504 and to request a 
Faculty Accommodation Form. Disability accommodations or status will not be indicated on academic transcripts. In 
order to receive accommodations in a class, students with sensory, learning, psychological, physical, or medical 
disabilities must provide their instructor with a Faculty Accommodation Form to sign. Students must return the signed 
form to the ACCESS Coordinator. A new form must be requested each semester. Students with a history of a disability 
perceived as having a disability or with a current disability who do not wish to use academic accommodations are also 
strongly encouraged to register with the ACCESS and Accommodation Office and request a Faculty Accommodation 
Form each semester. For further information, please contact Richard Stilley (stilley_r@mercer.edu), at (678) 547-6823 
or visit the ACCESS and Accommodation Office website at http://atlstuaffairs.mercer.edu/disability-services.cfm 

Inclement Weather: 

If severe weather occurs, classes will be canceled in accordance with the Associate Provost’s decision of Mercer-
Atlanta. Call the Mercer weather line for information about class cancellations—(678) 547-6111 (Atlanta)—or listen to 
WSB 750 AM. 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Class Schedule (Subject to Change) 
Date: Topic: Readings: Due:

January 8 Introduction to Course 
Definitions of Theology

None None

January 15 NO CLASS: MLK, Jr. 
Day

Paul’s Letters None

January 22 Paul’s Letters Quiz 
Paul the Letter Writer 
… and Theologian?

Paul's Letters 
James D. G. Dunn, “The Gospel According to 
Paul” in The Blackwell Companion to Paul, ed. 
Stephen Westerholm (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 
2011), 139–53. (Canvas)

Paul’s Letters Quiz 
3 Questions

January 29 Monica Mainwaring: 
Church of the 
Common Ground 
orientation 
Contingency and 
Coherence in Paul’s 
Letters

Everyone: 
J. Christiaan Beker, “Recasting Pauline Theology: 
The Coherence-Contingency Scheme as 
Interpretative Model” in Pauline Theology Volume 
I: Thessalonians, Philippians, Galatians, 
Philemon, ed. Jouette M. Bassler (Atlanta: Society 
of Biblical Literature, 1991–1997), 15–24.  
(Canvas) 

Groups: J. Christiaan Beker, Paul the Apostle: The 
Triump of God in Life and Thought (Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1984)(Canvas) 
- chs. 2–3 (pp. 11–36) 
- ch. 6 (pp. 94–108) 
- ch. 7 (pp. 109–31) 
- ch. 16 (pp. 351–67)

Report on 
assignments from 
Beker
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February 5 Paul's Theological 
Themes

Everyone: 
Preface to Bassler, Navigating Paul 

Groups: 
- ch. 1 
- ch. 2 
- ch. 3 
- ch. 4 
- ch. 5 
- ch. 6 
- ch. 7

Report on 
assignment from 
Bassler

February 
12

Paul the Theologian, 
Part 1

Victor Paul Furnish, “Paul the Theologian” in The 
Conversation  Continues: Studies in Paul and 
John; In Honor of J. Louis Martyn, ed. Robert T. 
Fortna and Beverly R. Gaventa (Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1990), 19–33.  (Canvas) 

Josette M. Bassler, “Paul’s Theology: Whence and 
Whither” in Pauline Theology Volume 2: 1 and 2 
Corinthians, ed. David M. Hay (Atlanta: Society of 
Biblical Literature, 1991–1997), 3–17. (Canvas)

Summary and 
engagement

February 
19

Paul the Theologian, 
Part 2

Paul W. Meyer, “Pauline Theology: A Proposal for 
a Pause in Its Pursuit” in Pauline Theology 
Volume 4: Looking Back, Pressing On, ed. E. 
Elizabeth Johnson and David M. Hay (Atlanta: 
Society of Biblical Literature, 1991–1997), 140–
60. (Canvas) 

Wayne A. Meeks, “The Social Context of Pauline 
Theology” Interpretation 37 (1982): 266–77. 
(Canvas)

3 Questions

February 
26

Local Theology, Part 1 Everyone: 
Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies, chs. 1–2 

Groups: 
- ch. 3 
- ch. 4 
- ch. 5 
- ch. 6 
- ch. 7 

Report on 
assignment from 
Schreiter
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March 5 NO CLASS: READING 
WEEK

Final Project 
Prospectus 
(11:59pm on March 
5)

March 12 Local Theology, Part 2 Everyone: 
Stephen B. Bevans, Models of Contextual 
Theology (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1992), ch. 1. 
(Canvas) 

Groups: Bevans, Models of Contextual Theology 
(Canvas) 
- ch. 4 
- ch. 5 
- ch. 6 
- ch. 7 
- ch. 8

Report on 
assignment from 
Bevans

March 19 Local Theology, Part 3 Clemens Sedmak, Doing Local Theology: A Guide 
for Artisans of a New Humanity (Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis, 2002), 1–20. (Canvas) 

Stephen Garner, “Contextual Theology and 
Political Theology: Passing Fads or Theological 
Imperatives? ” in Stimulus: The New Zealand 
Journal of Christian Thought and Practice 22 
(2015): 20–28. (Canvas) 

Carmen M. Nanko-Fernández, “Lo Cotidiano as 
Locus Theologicus” in The Wiley Blackwell 
Companion to Latino/a Theology, ed. Orlando O. 
Espín (Malden, MA: Wiley and Sons, 2015), 15–
33. (Canvas)

Summary and 
engagement

March 26 Rethinking Paul: 1 
Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 

Khiok-Khng, “1 Thessalonians” in the Global Bible 
Commentary (ed. Patte) (Canvas)

Prospects of Paul 
as Local 
Theologian 1

April 2 Rethinking Paul: 1 
Corinthians

1 Corinthians 

Pathrapankal, “1 Corinthians” in the Global Bible 
Commentary (ed. Patte) (Canvas)

Prospects of Paul 
as Local 
Theologian 2
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April 9 Rethinking Paul: 
Romans

Romans 

Patte, “Romans” in the Global Bible Commentary 
(ed. Patte) (Canvas)

Prospects of Paul 
as Local 
Theologian 3

April 16 Rethinking Paul: 
Philippians

Philippians 

Williams, “Philippians,” in the Global Bible 
Commentary (ed. Patte) (Canvas)

Prospects of Paul 
as Local 
Theologian 4

April 23 Rethinking Paul: Acts 
of the Apostles

Acts 9–28 

Tat-siong Liew, “Acts” in the Global Bible 
Commentary (ed. Patte) (Canvas)

Prospects of Paul 
as Local 
Theologian 5

April 30 Final Projects None Final Project
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